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In This Issue: 

 Brick Breaks 

 Compliance of GDOs 

 Construction in Bushfire Areas 

 Joint AGDA/HIA Membership 

Brick Breaks—Light Weight Cored 

Pull-out performance testing for fasteners into bricks has been 

completed at the University of Newcastle.  

Method  

For all of the brick products, the samples were prepared by first 

drilling the necessary hole using 

a masonry drill bit and a 380W 

output impact drill on the ham-

mer setting.  

PULLOUT TEST SHOWING BRICK 

FAILURE —> 

Conclusion of Report- 

 Reduce the power of the drill or the applied pressure to en-
sure that the brick does not fracture.  

 Ensure that the selected anchors are prepared properly.  

 If using an anchor that is not a complete sleeve, like the Ram-
Plug anchor, it requires more than one interface in order to 
work properly and have a respectable pull-out strength.  

 The pull-out strength for the RamPlug increased with the 
number of interfaces it passed through, however also record-

ed the worst result of 
0.23kN when only through 
one interface.  

 The universal anchor 
works regardless of the 
core pattern being fastened 
into, with the pull-out 
strength becoming depend-
ent on the thickness of the 
face of the brick and the 
properties of the brick face. 
 
 
 
  

THIS TEST PICTURE DEMONSTRATES A FIXING WHICH WOULD BE AT GREAT RISK OF FAILURE 

OVER TIME DUE TO THE SMALL AMOUNT OF BRICK BODY INTO WHICH THE FIXING HAS BEEN 

SECURED. 

BELOW IS A FIXING  SHOWING MODE OF PULL OUT FROM THE BRICK 
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Make sure your business is 



 

Compliance of Garage Door Openers 
New compliance safety measures started 1 March 2016 

GDO products need to display the Regulatory Com-
pliance Mark (RCM)  which effectively means a GDO will be: 

 Safe to plug in 

 Operable at frequency levels which will not cause 
health issues 

 Compliant with industry standard i.e. reverses on de-
tection of object  [AS/NZS 60335.295—2012] 

Interim Senate Report on Non-compliant Building Products 

An interim report has been released from the Non-conforming 
Building Products committee titled “Safety- not a matter of good 
luck”. The Final is due September 2016. 

The interim report states there has been a serious breakdown in 
the regulation and oversight of non-conforming building products 
which requires determined action. The report stated complaint 
companies are being disadvantaged… by other businesses prepared 
to put profit before safety. Further, the report states a significant 
proportion of non-conforming products are coming from overseas 
with no effective policing at port and the use of non-conforming 
building products is on the rise and is not limited to any one partic-
ular industry sector. 

For more information please go to: 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/

Senate/Economics/Non-conforming_products  

Construction in Bushfire Prone Areas 
With AGDA now having a seat on the Standards Australia FP-020 
Committee responsible for the AS3959 Construction in bushfire 
prone areas Standard. The following  wording amendment has 
been submitted by AGDA for clarification of a number of issues of 
concern in regulations including material specification and conse-
quent certification issues for door components including seals for 
protection against ember attack. 

All garage doors (refer to AS/NZS 
4505:2012 for door types) with a 
gap at door edge greater than 
3mm and providing a direct pas-
sage of embers to the interior of 
the building shall be protected 
with suitable seals. 
Door assemblies (including guide 
tracks) which do not provide at 
door edge gap a direct passage 
for embers to the interior of the 
building do not need edge gap 
protection. 
Vehicle access doors which in-
clude ventilation slots shall have 
such slots protected by screening in accordance with Clause 3.6.2.  
[except ventilation slots in BAL 40 and FZ category]  

Definition for Seals – Device 
to provide mechanical pro-
tection to prevent direct 
passage of embers to the 
interior of the building at 
edge or other gaps 

 

TWO EXAMPLES OF QUITE LARGE GAPS 
AT  TOP DOOR EDGE REQUIRING EMBER 
PROTECTION 

 

Joint AGDA/HIA Dealer Membership 
 

 

 

Dealer members having joined or upgraded their membership to Joint 

AGDA/HIA include: 

Eastern Garage Door Services, Park Orchards VIC, Louise 

Donaldson  

Independent Roller Door Services, Glenorchay TAS, Bren-

dan Hills    

Greenys Garage Doors, Heatherbrae NSW, Nicolas Green  

Garage Door & Gate Solutions, Braeside VIC, Frank Van den 

Broek  

AGDA Membership certificates etc. have been issued and HIA certificates 
will shortly follow. Dealers are urged to consider joint AGDA/HIA member-
ship and take advantage of enhancing your business and accessing impres-
sive benefits. 
Anthony Georgievski is our goto man  at HIA and when the membership 
card did not turn up for one of our new joint members and he was in dan-
ger of missing the closing date for an equipment discount, Anthony made 
sure a replacement HIA membership card got to him in time. 

Vale Graeme Stark (1956-2016) 
It was sad to learn that Graeme Stark had passed away on 8th 

May 2016.  His Funeral was held on 13th May 2016 at St Brigids  

Catholic Church Gwynneville .  He died too young from a severe 

chest infection and complications, just short of his  60th birthday. 

He was a gifted engineer having led the R&D 

section at BHP Sheet & Coil for many years 

and from 2009 as Development manager at 

James Cook University Cyclone Testing Sta-

tion. He was a driving and unifying force for 

the drafting of new provisions for cyclone 

region performance in the revision of the 

Australian Standard for garage doors and 

contributed  to many other Australian/New 

Zealand and international Standards for building products.    
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