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RAISING GARAGE DOOR SAFETY IN AUSTRALIA 

Standards Australia committee EL/2 has advised that it will revise AS/NZS 60335.2.95:2005 in line with the upcoming revision to the equivalent international standard so that where garage doors are fitted with automatic openers, the door drive will be required to incorporate an entrapment protection system which includes automatic reversal of the door if it makes contact with an object or it will be required to incorporate sensing devices which prevent the door coming into contact with an obstacle. The standard that AS/NZS 60335.2.95:2005 will replace on 25 November 2012 (namely AS/NZS 3350.2.95:2000) already contains such requirements.
REGULATIONS IN AUSTRALIA

This announcement by Standards Australia is most welcome, and follows lobbying by AGDA for modification of Standard AS/NZS 60335.2.95:2005. Unfortunately, until November 2012 the current version of AS/NZS 60335.2.95:2005 does NOT require that all drives (openers) attached to a residential garage door incorporate entrapment protection system(s). Although as Standards Australia says the co-existing Standard AS/NZS 3350.2.95:2000 does contains such requirements.

AGDA strongly recommends to its members that any openers they import, supply or install are fully compliant with the Australian Standard particularly regarding entrapment protection. 
REGULATIONS OVERSEAS

USA authorities mandated the use of photo-electric beams approximate 15 years ago for automated garage doors in the United States of America.  Similarly the reversal of the door upon contacting an object was also mandated under their UL 325 standard.
The European Standard (EN) 13241-1 effective from May 1, 2005 requires that openers reverse on contacting an object.
SURVEY

A recent survey by AGDA of over 500 garage doors fitted with electric openers around Australia confirmed the need for regular inspection, service, maintenance and, if required, repair of all garage doors. Of the doors and openers inspected:

· 37% were NOT in good mechanical condition
· 10% did NOT operate up and down smoothly
· 7% did NOT reverse on contact with a test block

· 7% were NOT properly balanced for smooth/safe operation 

· 25% of doors fitted with PE beams (considered to represent between 1 and 2 % of the total garage door market in Australia) did NOT operate effectively.
· 91% of door owners did NOT conduct monthly safety check of door reversal
· 64% of doors had NOT been serviced in the last 12 months
CONSUMER SAFETY

An automatic remotely operated garage door is a wonderful every-day convenience, a most visible feature of the modern house, often the ‘front door’.  However, automated garage door openers can be hazardous if not installed, maintained and, in particular, used correctly. 
AGDA has also produced a consumer safety awareness leaflet, available on its web site http://www.agda.org.au, from its member companies and from many garage doors dealers around Australia. This leaflet includes advice on safe operation of automatically operated doors through regular inspection, maintenance, service and, if required, repair.
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